- 1 -


[image: image1.jpg]



INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCILS AND SIMILAR INSTITUTIONS

 (AICESIS)

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Budapest – 10-11 July 2009

	GA / 2

2008 Activity Report


	Object:
	Item GA / 2 of the agenda
Report on the main AICESIS activities in 2008

	
	


	FOR DECISION

The General Assembly is invited to discuss and to approve the following activity report.


MAIN AICESIS ACTIVITIES IN 2008

I – AICESIS executive
a) Presidency
The Brazilian CDES announced at the beginning of December 2008 that it would be unable to complete its term as AICESIS president and would have to withdraw from hosting the 11th International Meeting of Economic and Social Councils and Similar Institutions in Rio de Janeiro on 8, 9 and 10 July 2009. The CDES nevertheless remains a member of the Board and the rapporteur for the working group on the main topic.

As a result, at its meeting held in Monaco on 11-12 December 2008, the Board appointed Mr János Tóth, co-President of the Hungarian ESC as acting president until the official appointment of a new president by the General Assembly in July 2009.

b) Secretariat-general

All AICESIS member councils present in Rome unanimously welcomed the appointment of Mr Patrick Venturini, ex-secretary-general of the EESC, as secretary-general of the AICESIS. He took up his post on 1 January 2009, replacing Mr Bertrand Duruflé, who was appointed honorary secretary-general.

II – Rome General Assembly (12-13 June 2008)
a) Meeting
The Rome General Assembly brought together 39 Councils and approximately 140 participants from all continents. The meetings were chaired by Mr José Mucio Monteiro Filho, President of the Brazilian CDES and AICESIS president, and by Mr Bertrand Duruflé, secretary-general of the AICESIS.

The programme made place for the AICESIS to participate in the ceremony celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Italian CNEL and in the debate on the AICESIS's main topic   (Development with equity and environmental responsibility). The meeting was attended by several high-ranking Italian government officials. A message was read out on behalf of Mr Silvio Berlusconi, the prime minister, who was prevented from attending the celebrations by President Bush's visit to Rome during the same period.

The General Assembly was conducted under excellent conditions, due to the Italian CNEL's outstanding organisation, and in a positive atmosphere, due to the efforts of all participants.

Documents relating to this meeting are available to AICESIS members from the secretariat-general.
b) Working topic
The main working topic selected by the Brazilian presidency for 2007-2009 is "Development with equity and environmental responsibility". 

This choice is in direct line with the international community's current concerns and priorities, namely environmental protection, fighting climate change, the necessary search for non-polluting energy sources, and sustainable and equitable development for all.
Following extensive consultation with all AICESIS members and a meeting of the working group coordinators (Algeria, Burkina Faso, China, the EESC and Italy) in February 2008 in Rio de Janeiro, the Brazilian rapporteur, Mr Artur Henrique da Silva Santos, was able to present a quality document in Rome.
The debate held on 12 June was constructive and fruitful and enabled many Councils present, who were interested in the issue, to express their countries' views. 
This document, improved and enhanced by this debate and two other working group meetings held in November 2008 in Sao Paulo and in February 2009 in Brussels, will be submitted for general approval at the 11th International Meeting to be held in Budapest in July 2009.
III – New members
In Rome, the membership of four new Councils was unanimously endorsed by the General Assembly. The Councils in question are the National Economic, Social and Cultural Council of Chad, the National Tripartite Economic and Social Council of Ukraine, the FYROM Economic and Social Council and the Economic, Social and Institutional Council of the Dominican Republic.
The General Assembly to be held in July 2009 is to decide on the full membership of the Peruvian National Council for Labour and the Promotion of Employment and the associate membership of the Vietnamese Patriotic Front.
Furthermore, the Association was also contacted in 2008 by the newly established Councils of Rwanda, Burundi, Mauritania, and the Central African Republic.
With regard to Africa, we have been informed that an ESC is being set up in Guinea Bissau and that President Wade of Senegal intends to re-establish an ESC. Similar work is ongoing in Morocco and Egypt.

With regard to Latin America, Aruba and Ecuador already have Councils and may join the AICESIS. Haiti intends to set up a Council or similar institution, following the example of its neighbour, the Dominican Republic.
With regard to Asia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Mongolia, following visits to a number of Councils, have been able to understand why it is in their countries' interest to set up a consultative assembly. Contacts are soon to be made with these countries.  
In Europe, this is also the case for Georgia and Serbia. The secretary-general, Mr Duruflé, has met with representatives from the Turkish ESC to study arrangements for its joining the AICESIS. Austria, Estonia, Lithuania and Slovakia have ESCs or similar institutions that may also join the AICESIS.
This progress was facilitated by initiatives from all sides, mainly involving UCESA, the Korean ESDC and the Chinese ESC. Discussions between Councils, visits by delegations, forums, civil society seminars and social dialogue are all effective ways of raising awareness in countries that still do not have a consultative body.
IV – Board meeting in Monaco (11-12 December 2008)
At the invitation of the Economic and Social Council of Monaco, 12 delegations on the AICESIS Board attended a meeting chaired by Mr Wang Zhongyu (China) and Mr Dermagne (France). Brazil did not attend.
Having learnt that the Brazilian CDES would have to withdraw from hosting the 11th International Meeting originally scheduled to take place in Rio de Janeiro on the 8, 9 and 10 July 2009, the Board members selected Budapest as the new location for this meeting, and given the dates of the ECOSOC plenary assembly, decided to change the dates to 9, 10 and 11 July 2009.

The programme enabled members to discuss the AICESIS's medium-term development plan and the financial situation, as well as to set up three new working groups (ECOSOC, ILO, financing). 
The Board also gave its full support to the SER-NL initiative to hold a summer school for young people from all our Councils. 
It also decided to pursue plans to hold the MDGs Award in 2009.

The summary of the Board's main decisions is available on the AICESIS website (www.aicesis.org ).

V - AICESIS presence on the international scene
Throughout 2008, the AICESIS participated in several international events held around the world.
- 26-28 February, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: The Brazilian CDES hosted an international workshop on two topics: "Energy, global warming and development" and "Equitable biofuel production, ensuring food and energy security and creating decent jobs" as well as the AICESIS working group meeting on the main topic "Development with equity and environmental responsibility". The ESCs of Algeria, China, Spain, the European Union, France, Guinea, Italy and Russia attended.
http://www.cdes.gov.br/exec/evento/exibe_evento.php?p=f01200e46c415cd65dc6f03de346ed652ad506bcbff3
- 24-25 July, Vienna, Austria: Mr Patrick Venturini, secretary-general of the EESC, on behalf of the AICESIS, participated in the Expert Group meeting on ESCs held by UN-DESA. Its aim was to enable ESCs worldwide to discuss civic participation and the role of ESCs as a tool for civil society involvement in policy-making, in pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Numerous ESCs, including AICESIS members and non-members, were represented, often at the highest level:  the EESC and the national ESCs of Aruba, Austria, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Chad, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Greece, Guinea, Hungary, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, and Venezuela.
http://www.unpan.org/Regions/Global/Events/Conferences/tabid/458/mctl/EventDetails/ModuleID/1510/ItemID/980/Default.aspx
- 15-16 October, Seoul, South Korea: Mr Bertrand Duruflé, secretary-general of the AICESIS, participated in the Asia Social Dialogue Forum 2008, held by the Korean ESDC. The ESCs of China and Thailand and the EESC were also represented. Two roundtables were held on "Social dialogue in Korea" and "Social Dialogue - Types in Asia". The aim was to share good practice and experience in the field of social dialogue between countries that had a social dialogue institution and others that did not. High officials and economic and social actors from Singapore, the Philippines, Mongolia, Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia and Malaysia also attended.
http://www.lmg.go.kr/forum2008/index.html
- 17-21 November, Sao Paulo, Brazil: The International Conference on Biofuels and the working group meeting were held by the Brazilian CDES, the Brazilian foreign ministry, and the President of the Republic of Brazil. Five areas were discussed: "Biofuels and energy security: transition of the energy matrix; diversification of sources, universal access"; "Biofuels and climate change: mitigating the impact of greenhouse gases, changing land use, comparative analysis of the life cycle";  "Biofuels and sustainability: food security, generating incomes, stakes for ecosystems"; "Biofuels and innovation: research and development; First and second generation biofuels: opportunities for science and technology"; "Biofuels and the international market: trade rules; technical questions; socio-environmental models".  The ESCs of Algeria, Spain, the European Union, France and Italy attended.
http://www.biofuels2008.com/fr/index.php
- 1-12 December, Poznań, Poland : The Brazilian CDES participated in COP 14 (United Nations Climate Change Conference) on behalf of the AICESIS to prepare for COP 15 (Copenhagen, December 2009) and take stock of the Kyoto Protocol. This topic is directly connected with our main working topic for 2007-2009. The secretary-general of the United Nations, Mr Ban Ki-moon, the President of Poland and many Heads of State and Government also attended. With respect to the AICESIS, the Greek ESC also attended.
http://unfccc.int/meetings/cop_14/items/4481.php
VI - Relations with international organisations
a) UN ECOSOC

Relations with the UN ECOSOC hinge mainly on the Millennium Development Goals, especially with respect to the AICESIS hosting the website (www.omdg.org).

The four roundtables in 2005-2006 largely encouraged a number of Councils to step up their involvement in MDG-related activities by holding their own roundtables or setting up centres of excellence in association with universities.
The AICESIS president, José Mucio Monteiro Filho, addressed the ECOSOC Plenary Assembly, on behalf of the AICESIS, on 2 July in New York, to deliver a report drawn up by AICESIS members on the implementation of internationally approved objectives and commitments concerning sustainable development.
The Board meeting held in Monaco approved the launching of the second MDGs Award procedure. A proposal on how to proceed will be submitted to the General Assembly of July 2009. 
b) ILO
All AICESIS meetings are now attended by a high-level delegation sent by the Director-General, Mr Juan Somavia.
As in each year, the AICESIS was able to address the International Labour Conference held in Geneva on 9 June 2008 in order to present the international gathering with the views of AICESIS members on promoting rural employment. 
Relations are broadening, mainly due to a formal partnership agreement between the two institutions.

c) IMF
On 1 July, an AICESIS delegation, consisting of Mr Dermagne – representing the president, Mr Monteiro – and Mr Duruflé and Mr Venturini, met the IMF's Director-General, Mr Dominique Strauss-Kahn.
Discussions focused mainly on IMF-AICESIS relations, financial support that the IMF might be able to offer the AICESIS, and the role that the IMF might be able to play on support of the AICESIS vis-à-vis the World Bank, which has been sent a financial dossier.

VII – First steps in 2009

The priority activities of the new secretary-general, who took up his post on 1 January 2009, were as follows:
a) A medium-term development plan for the AICESIS

Since its establishment in 1999, the AICESIS has grown considerably. It is now at a turning point in its history and a second development phase needs to be implemented. 
It is in this context of growth that the Rome General Assembly approved the proposal of the future secretary-general, Mr Venturini, to discuss and adopt a medium-term development plan. The Board meeting held in Monaco (December 2008) approved the broad outlines of the guidelines submitted. On this basis, a draft plan setting out concrete proposals will be submitted to the General Assembly to be held in Budapest (July 2009). 
b) Announcements
- Launch of a monthly electronic newsletter in four languages (English, Arabic, Spanish and French);

- Redesign of the AICESIS website: a new version will be ready in time for the Budapest General Assembly.
c) Contact with international organisations
As instructed by the Board at its meeting in Monaco, the secretary-general held a series of meetings in New York (UN ECOSOC and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA), February) and in Geneva (ILO, April) in order to discuss possibilities for strengthening partnerships with these organisations.
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