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What are some democratic ideas?



Do teachers in your early 
childhood programs want 
parents to be involved?

In what ways?



Partnerships With Families

(video)



NAEYC Early Childhood Program 
Standards and Accreditation Standards

• 1.A. Building Positive Relationships Among 
Teachers and Families

• 4.E. Communicating with Families and 
Involving Families in the Assessment 
Process

• 7.A. Knowing and Understanding the 
Program's Families

• 7.B. Sharing Information Between Staff and 
Families

• 7.C. Nurturing Families as Advocates for 
Their Children
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Head Start Performance Standards require 
programs to

• provide opportunities to increase parents' 
observation skills and share assessments with 
staff who plan learning experiences in the 
program

• share with parents staff observations of children 
and discuss with parents their child's behavior 
and development

• discuss with parents how to create and sustain 
nurturing, supportive environments in the home 
and at the program

Supporting Family Learning: Training Guides for the 
Head Start Community (2002-2006). Trans-
Management Systems Corporation. 



Head Start, continued

• provide parental involvement and 
education activities that are responsive 
to the ongoing and expressed needs of 
parents, themselves

• provide opportunities for parents to 
enhance their parenting skills, their 
knowledge and understanding of the 
educational and developmental needs of 
their children and share concerns about 
their children with program staff

• conduct staff-parent conferences



Building Partnerships With Families

• Getting to Know Families
• Making Families Feel Welcome
• Communicating With Families
• Partnering With Families
to Support Children’s Learning



Getting to Know 
Families



Appreciating Differences

• Structure
• Personality and temperament
• Life experiences
• Culture



Welcoming Families to 
Your Program



Messages to Families
• We want you to feel welcome here.
• You and your child are part of our 

classroom community.
• We want you to know what your 

child is learning.
• We are interested in your ideas and 

suggestions.
• We want you to contribute to the 

preschool program.



Communicating With 
Families in Your 

Program



Daily Exchanges

• Greet each family.
• Have something specific to say to each one.
• Solicit advice when appropriate.
• Give support when needed.
• Be a good listener.
• Talk about what children are learning.



More Formal Exchanges

• weekly bulletins
• phone calls
• e-mail
• a class Web site
• journals
• notices



Partnering to Support 
Each Child’s Learning 



Sharing Information



Family Conferences
Review what you have 
written about the 
child’s development. Invite family members to share their

own observations and identify 
objectives important to them.

Share work samples and 
offer positive comments.

Provide the family with a copy 
of the plan.

Discuss specific
objectives on 
which you want 
to focus.



e-CDA: Partnering With Families
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