The Home-School Connection:
Modeling Democratic Ideas
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What are some democratic ideas?
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Do teachers in your early
childhood programs want
parents to be involved?

In what ways?
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Partnerships With Families

(video)



NAEYC Early Childhood Program
Standards and Accreditation Standards

* 1.A. Building Positive Relationships Among
Teachers and Families

4. E. Communicating with Families and
Involving Families in the Assessment
Process

« 7.A. Knowing and Understanding the
Program's Families

e 7.B. Sharing Information Between Staff and
Families

e 7.C. Nurturing Families as Advocates for
Their Children
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Head Start Performance Standards require
programs to

e provide opportunities to increase parents’
observation skills and share assessments with
staff who plan learning experiences in the
program

e share with parents staff observations of children
and discuss with parents their child's behavior
and development

e discuss with parents how to create and sustain
nurturing, supportive environments in the home
and at the program

Supporting Family Learning: Training Guides for the
_ Head Start Community (2002-2006). Trans-
T"gﬂ:&%ier_ Management Systems Corporation.



Head Start, continued

e provide parental involvement and
education activities that are responsive
to the ongoing and expressed needs of
parents, themselves

e provide opportunities for parents to
enhance their parenting skills, their
knowledge and understanding of the
educational and developmental needs of
their children and share concerns about
their children with program staff

e conduct staff-parent conferences
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Building Partnerships With Families

e Getting to Know Families
 Making Families Feel Welcome
« Communicating With Families
e Partnering With Families

to Support Children’s Learning

The Teacher's
Role
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Getting to Know
Families
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Appreciating Differences

e Structure

e Personality and temperament
 Life experiences

e Culture
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Welcoming Families to
Your Program
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Messages to Families

 We want you to feel welcome here.

* You and your child are part of our
classroom community.

 We want you to know what your
child is learning.

 We are interested in your ideas and
suggestions.

 We want you to contribute to the
preschool program.



Communicating With
Families in Your
Program
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Daily Exchanges

» Greet each family.

 Have something specific to say to each one.
e Solicit advice when appropriate.

* Glve support when needed.

 Be a good listener.

e Talk about what children are learning.
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More Formal Exchanges

* weekly bulletins
 phone calls

e e-maill

e a class Web site
e journals

e notices

eaching
Strategies:



Partnering to Support
Each Child’s Learning
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Sharing Information

Our Program for
Infants, Toddlers & Twos

the First
Five Years

A
Parent’s

Guide_

Diane Trister Dodge

What Parents
Can Do in the
First Five Years

A LETTER TO FAMILIES ABOUT THE LIBRARY AREA
Dear Families,
The Libeary Arca it a very imponant part of out desmom sod of youe childs ke Iy

where childers pein the foundarions for reading and wrising, B aho o place whese
childern cam relav snd enjoy the wonderfal werdd of childrens books.

Wi incomtage childoon to uae the Bleary on i own. We imvice chom o koo st ook, 1o
Indrm b0 fapod sncies, to et mosici, and w sonbble and =wrie” the day, We
v work with childen in the Libvary one-0n-cas and In imall groups. Soasenme childon
ictate mories mw m, which we record i “hoele”

W read wreies b the childrem every day. Resding imroduses new Ideas, belpa children.
s hiowe s sl periiborns. thas come g in life, and mondly encoursges dhem o derha
 lowg St ol As childers Evem 10w read, dhesir gwn resding skills begin o dovelop.
Here are sowne of 1he things we do as we read

We ook at prcturas sopecher ond ok childron guaisiony; “What o the
sidy cat dhoareg?™

Wf.mun-.‘”.‘m‘ﬂln --u.n st wall bappen met; *What do you
owppss WAl bappen s

Wie emscowvape civldrem to sepeat wends, rigwrs, sud pheases they're
memarized.

cheldeen learn to
5 yomot chilel vy
beacks wich poed

wonder why, 1"
g boaken it iz

i EXpeRiTaent WLk

#1h yoer child=,

1 g2 dearw g the
sur child every day,
wenful readec




Family Conferences

Review what you have
written about the
child’s development.

Invite family members to share their
own observations and identify
objectives important to them.

Share work samples and
offer positive comments. . Discuss specific
' - objectives on

which you want
to focus.

Provide the family with a copy

of the plan.
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e-CDA: Partnering With Families
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